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BETTING STRICTLY PROHIBITED 


GAULOISES 


cigarettes de france 


One is increasingly aware that 
more and more people are now 
smoking French cigarettes, 
whether it be either Gauloises or 
Gitanes, especially amongst the 
younger members of the com- 
munity. In fact the sales of 
French cigarettes have 
quadrupled during the last 4 
years and people are finding that 
the French cigarettes offer a very 
individual image for the smoker 
especially if a distinct and 
different flavour is required. 


The sponsorship of the new 
National League Championship is 
not French cigarettes’ first 
association with sport but it cer- 
tainly is the first time they have 
been associated with speedway. 
Until Matra stopped producing 
its racing engine at the end of 
1974, Matra/Bitanes had won 
the famous Le Mans for three 
consecutive years. 


French cigarettes are still very 
actively involved in motor racing 
— it is hoped there will be a for- 
mula one racing motor in being 
at the end of this year. They are 
also associated with drag and 
motorcycle racing. 


It is hoped that their spon- 
sorship of tonight’s meeting will 
be the first of a very happy 
association with speedway. 


You will probably encounter 
some attractive girls at tonight's 
meeting who will be offering free 
samples of French cigarettes. 
Forget what you have heard 
previously and try a packet. We 
hope you will be pleasantly sur- 
prised. 
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Three weeks ago five former 
‘junior league’ riders made their 
tilt for the World Championship 
title at Wembley, now full inter- 
nationals in their own right, 
England skipper Ray Wilson, 
World Team Cup members and 
Malcolm Simmons of the Provin- 
cial League heyday, along with 
Peter Collins and John Louis also 
World Team Cup. members 
Australian Phil Crump of the 
former Division Two cult (the 
latter two being former title 
holders of tonight's competition) 
shows in its entirety the 
significance of the New National 
League. 

Tonight as is now customary, 
may | on behalf of my Committee, 
welcome fans who have travelled 
from all over the country to cheer 
on their own particular favourite. 

Among our many guests we ex- 
tend the hand of friendship to our 
guest of honour, ‘David Hamilton. 

Making their first visit to 
speedway are Directors from 
both France and their English HQ, 
tonight's sponsors — Gauloises 
the French cigarette company 
which include Mr. Eddie Bloom- 
field, Mr. Barry Faulkner and Mr. 
Clive Bywater who will be accom- 
panied by the French No. 1 Motor 
Cycle ‘Ace’ Patrick Pons. 

The welcome is no less warm 
for old friends, the Directors of 
the Speedway Control Board who 
again have donated ‘tonight's 
trophies and cash awards. Many 
people have assisted in staging 
tonight's events, teo numerous to 
mention, but we would pay tribute 
to Wimbledon Speedway Ltd. and 
the staff of the BSPA. 

Wally Mawdsley 


Chairman New National League 
BSPA 





FAVOURITES DON'T ALWAYS WIN 


by lan McDonald (Editor: Speedway Mail) 





If you take averages as your yardstick, the 1975 World Final result 
should have read: 1. lvan Mauger, 2. Anders Michanek, 3. Phil Crump. They 
were the three top riders in the British League averages list at the time of 
the Wembley meeting. Ole Olsen should have come no higher than sixth! 





But as we all know, it didn’t work out like that. 


Similarly with tonight's meeting, based on averages, the finishing order should read: 1. Joe Owen, 2. 
Paul Gachet, 3. Alan Molyneux. But | will be surprised if it does. 


In the weeks leading up to the final general opinion seems to favour Joe Owen. | suppose he’s as 
near to being a red-hot favourite as you can be in speedway. But favourites haven't had such a good run 
recently. 


Take Ivan Mauger for instance. Most people tipped him for the world crown, but he didn't even finish 
in the first three. Take the British Final as another instance. | don’t think there was any out and out 
favourite to take the title, but | cannot remember one person who would have bet against Dave Jessup 
making the top four. Yet poor old Dave finished well down the field and would-be punters must have been 
glad that speedway wasn't a betting sport! 


Let's take a look at recent B.L.R.C. Finals (Division 2) and examine further evidence. Last year it was 
Birmingham's Phil Herne who established himself as the man most likely to step onto the rostrum first. As 
it turned out Phil came third. Phil was probably upset by a pre-meeting injury but most people still fancied 
his chances. This year Joe Owen has suffered a pre-meeting injury. Could that be significant? 


Let’s go back to the 1973 Final. Now, if memory serves me right that was the year Lou Sansom was 
supposed to win, wasn’t it? Lou had dominated the division all year and was virtually unbeatable in Test 
matches. But Lou, like Herne a year later, finished third. 


To redress the balance a bit | must add that wins by Phil Crump in 1972 and John Louis in 1971 
were very much form book affairs, but then the favourites have to win sometimes. 


All the way through speedway history there are instances of favourites falling by the wayside. 
Swedish star Bjorn Knutsson was tipped to win the world title year after year and always blew out on the 
night. That is until he had virtually retired from full time racing in 1965 and most people had ceased to tip 
him. 


Anders Michanek was a favourite, too, from 1968 onwards. He missed the boat time after time. Last 
year he was missing from the British scene and a notable absentee from most people's 1-2-3 forecast. But 
what happens? He pops up and crushed everybody in sight. 


If you want yet another example of favourites failing, take the 1973 world final. | can’t remember 
who the favourite was, but | know darn well it wasn’t Jarzy Szczakiel! 


Joe Owen already knows all about the pitfalls of being a favourite. He was odds-on to lift this year's 
Junior Championship of the British Isles at Canterbury. He was clearly the best rider on view, but there's 
many a slip ...a tragic bike problem cost him the title that seemed always well within his grasp. 


Well, that’s a lot of evidence to suggest that Joe won't win tonight, now let's look at some of the 
reasons why he shou/d win. 


Firstly he's a brilliant young rider with a great future. Secondly, like John Louis and Phil Crump in past 
years he has already performed with distinction in the senior league. Thirdly, can you think who's going to 
beat him? 


Favourite or not, Joe Owen has a great chance of sending the Geordie fans home happy. But there 
are 15 other top riders in the field and at least some of them will have their say in a big way tonight. 


The interesting thing is that nobody uses the word ‘favourite’ after the meetings are over. Arthur Price 
(1973 BLRC), Carl Glover (1974 BLRC) and Ole Olsen (1975 world final) weren't the favourites, but after 
they had won their respective titles nobody seemed in the least surprised! Perhaps there’s really no such a 
thing as a favourite after all. 


NOTE: The BSPA reserves the right to alter this programme. Should it be necessary through any cause to abandon th 
meeting prior to the start of the sixth race in the programme, re-admission tickets issued at entrances will becor 2 valid. | 


no circumstances will any money be refunded. | Rights of admission reserved. 





Arthur Browning 9.52 


3 | Colin Meredith 8.53 





ARTHUR BROWNING (Birmingham) 
One of sport's great characters, the giant, 
red-headed Arthur is an all-round motorcy- 
cle star, Just pipped in the Brummie 
averages by Phil Herne last year, Arthur 
has made no mistakes this season. Intends 
to ride in Australia this winter on speedway 
as well as other branches of the two- 
wheeled sport. 


JOHN JACKSON (Ellesmere Port) 

\f it's maximums you're after, then John's 
your man. With Crewe last year and 
Ellesmere Port this year he rattles off the 
12 point scores. Has happy memories of 
Wimbledon. Last year in the BLRC final he 
started badly but finished with three 
blistering wins around the Plough Lane cir- 
cuit. Could be the man to watch tonight. 


COLIN MEREDITH (Bradford) 

Often underrated, Colin has been one of 
Bradford's most consistent riders. Has 
plenty of British League experience with 
Wolverhampton and is quietly making a 
name for himself. Rode in last year's BLRC 
final and put together a very competent 9 
points that included four second placings. 


BRIAN CLARK (Peterborough) 

The Panthers haven't had a very good run 
this year. Injuries and loss of form reduced 
the team’s scoring power. But through it 
all, skipper Brian has shone like a beacon, 
spearheading the scorecharts at home and 
holding the team together on their travels. 
A top-class mechanic, Brian is also proving 
his worth as a trainer, 


JOE OWEN (Newcastle) 

Sensational teenager who forms a power- 
ful twin spearhead with brother Tom at 
Newcastle. Formerly with Barrow, Joe is 
tipped for the sport's highest honours. His 
appearances for Hull in the Gulf British 
League this year have won him a host of 
new admirers. Was the only National 
League rider to get an invitation to ride in 
the Daily Mirror Tournament at Wimbledon 
earlier in the year. 


TOM LEADBITTER (Teesside) 

Began his career with Teesside and then 
switched to the senior division. Never quite 
made it to the top with either Leicester or 
Wolves and returned to Teesside this year. 
Has done a magnificnet job in leading a 
Tigers side who were badly hit by injuries 
and transfers. Tom is also an accomplished 
grass-track rider and hopes to add to his 
packed trophy cupboard with a national. 
title this year, 


MICHAEL LEE (Boston) 

Only 16, Michael has been one of the sen- 
sations of the year. As the son of former 
motorcycle star Andy Lee he was weaned 
on motorbikes. In recent years he showed 
his paces behind closed doors as he was 
too young to hold a licence. This year has a 
string of big scores for Boston and has 
beaten some of the world’s best riders 
when appearing for King’s Lynn. 


LAURIE ETHERIDGE (Crayford) 

Began his career with Exeter but moved on 
to Hackney. Was loaned out to Rayleigh 
and then recalled to the London track., 
Dropped down a division this year and 
skippers the newly-formed Crayford 
Kestrels. A tower of strength in the 
National League, Laurie has also been 
called up by Hackney several times this 
season and was at one time third in their 
averages, 











[4] Brian Clarke 8.70 











NEW NATIONAL 
LEAGUE 
TRACK DIRECTORY 


BERWICK  Shielfield Park, Tweedmouth, 
Berwick-on-Tweed, Northumberland. 
Race Day Saturday 7.00 p.m. 

BIRMINGHAM Perry Barr Stadium, Regina 
Drive, Walsall Road, Birmingham, B42 
1BY. Race Day Monday 7.45 p.m. 

BOSTON Boston Sports & Speedway 
Stadium, New Hammond Beck Road, 
Boston, Lincs. Race Day Sunday 6.45 p.m. 

BRADFORD Odsal Stadium, Odsal, Bradford, 
Yorks. Race Day Wednesday 7.30 p.m. 

CANTERBURY Kingsmead Stadium, 
Kingsmead Road, Canterbury, Kent. Race 
Day Saturday 7.00 p.m. 


COATBRIDGE Cliftonhill Stadium, 
Coatbridge, Lanarkshire. Race Day Friday 
7.30 p.m. 

CRAYFORD London Road Stadium, Crayford, 
Kent. Race Day Tuesday 7.45 p.m. 

CREWE Crewe Speedway Stadium, L.M.R. 
Sports Ground, Earle Street, Crewe, 
Cheshire. Race Day Monday 7.30 p.m. 

EASTBOURNE Arlington Stadium, Hailsham, 
Nr. Eastbourne, Sussex. Race Day Sunday 
3.30 p.m. 


ELLESMERE PORT The Stadium, Thornton 
Road, Ellesmere Port, Cheshire. Race Day 
Tuesday 7.30 p.m. 

MILDENHALL Mildenhall Stadium, West 
Row, Mildenhall, Suffolk. Race Day Sun- 
day 3.30 p.m. 

NEWCASTLE Brough Park Stadium, Foss 
Way Byker, Newcastle-on-Tyne. Race Day 
Monday 7.30 p.m. 

PAISLEY St. Mirren Park, Love Street, 
Paisley, Renfrewshire. Race Day Saturday 
7.00 p.m. 


i ROR RO RORCH | Peterborough 
Showground, Alwalton, Peterborough, 
Huntingdonshire. Race Day Friday 7.45 


p.m. 

RYE HOUSE Rye. House Stadium, Rye Road, 
Hoddesdon, Herts. Race Day Sunday 
4.30 p.m. 

SCUNTHORPE Quibell Park, Scunthorpe, 
Lincs. Race Day Monday 7.15 p.m. 

STOKE Chesterton Raceway, The Stadium, 
Loomer Road, Chesterton, Newcastle- 
under-Lyme, Race Day Thursday 7.45 
p.m. 


TEESSIDE Cleveland Park Stadium, Stockton 
Road, Middlesbrough, Yorks. Race Day 
Thursday 7.30 p.m. 

WEYMOUTH Weymouth Stadium, Radpole 
Lane, Weymouth, Dorset. Race Day Tues- 
day 7.30 p.m. 

WORKINGTON Derwent Park, Workington, 
Cumbria. Race Day Friday 7.30 p.m. 


ROLL OF HONOUR 


1968 1 Graham Plant (Middlesbrough); 2 
Ken Eyre (Belle Vue); 3 Graeme 
Smith (Rayleigh), 


1 Geoff Ambrose (Crayford): 2 
Mick Bell (Reading); 3 Ross 
Gilbertson (Romford). 


1 Dave Jessup (Eastbourne); 2 
Barry Crowson (Canterbury); 3 Gary 
Peterson (Bradford). 


1 John Louis (Ipswich); 2 Malcolm 
Shakespeare (Long Eaton); 3 Hughie 
Saunders Rayleigh). 


1 Phil Crump (Crewe); 2 Arthur 
Price (Boston); 3 Bob Coles (Barrow). 


1 Arthur Price (Boston); .2 Bobby 
McNeil (Eastbourne); 3 Lou Sansom 
(Workington). 


1 Carl Glover (Boston); 2 Ted Hub- 
bard (Canterbury). 





THE RESERVES 


1st. SID 
SHELDRICK 
8.525 
Paisley, 


2nd DAVE 
GIFFORD 
8.50 
Berwick 


GRAHAM 
DRURY 
8.19 
Crewe 


4th MARTIN 
YATES 
7.43 
Weymouth 





Tonight we welcome and present 
Patrick PONS. France’s best rider has 
worn the colours of |'Equipe 
GAULOISES since the beginning of 
the season, and he has achieved very 
good results on every circuit. 
At Daytona in March, he achieved 
a very good time in practice and was 
hoping for a good final placing in the 
big race. But mechanical trouble 
stopped him. One week later in 
Rouen, he finished third in the 750 
race with his 350 Yarhaha, Then an- 
other third place at Magny-Cours. At 
the Paul RICARD Circuit, for the 
French G.P., Patrick finished 4th in 
the 250 race and 5th in the 500. Big 
success came with a fine second at 
the Imola 200 Miles race, second 
2 round of the F 750 championship. 
\ Then, he had another fine second 
spot at the Spanish G.P. in the 250. It 
would take more space than we have 
to write all the results achieved by 
= Patrick this season. But among them, 


he won the Belgian F 750 round at Mettet. And actually, during July, he held second place to Barry 
SHEENE in this championship, as well as fourth place in the 250 World Championship. 

All his results are really impressive for this young boy born in Paris, on December 24th, 1952, when 
you consider that he really started racing only in 1971 with a P.L.T., a racing bike prepared basically with a 
Kawasaki 500 H1 machine. The following year, Patrick decided to contest the ‘Coupe Kawasaki”, a 
special cup for youngsters. He won this cup and with the money bought a second-hand 250 Yarmaha. In 
his first ever Grand Prix in April 1973 at Paul RICARD Circuit, he finished ninth. This achievement caught 
the eye of Jean-Claude OLIVIER, boss of the SONAUTO Company which imports Yamaha’s machines in 
France. Soon, Patrick PONS was riding SONAUTO’S official bikes. 

Then, his career started very quickly. In a few races, Patrick got on the level of the best French riders. 
With the help of SONAUTO, he raced in the World Championship events and finished 11th in the 250 
class and 13th in the 350 class at his first attempt. In 1974, he had a fantastic season, leading some big 
races, and finishing third overall in both the 250 and 350 World Championships. 

With Patrick PONS, French motorcycle sport has a strong chance to have a world champion, the first 
one! This is why I’Equipe GAULOISES has decided to team with SONAUTO YAMAHA to provide the best 
chances to this young rider in his attempt to win a World Championship title. 








Patrick PONS — YAMAHA 350 TZ 
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6.15 — 7.15 p.m. 
7.15 — 7.44 p.m. 
7.45 p.m. 


7.50 p.m. 
7.51 — 7.55 p.m. 


7.55 p.m. 


8.00 p.m. 
9.05 p.m. 


9.20 p.m. 
approx. 10.00 p.m. 
approx. 10.05 p.m. 





PROGRAMME OF EVENTS 


Music by records. 


The Mayflower Corps, Billericay, will play in the centre arena. 


Fanfare and Grand Parade of riders. 


National Anthem. 


Riders are introduced to the official guests of honour and the public and 
presented with commemorative medals. 


Riders return to the pits to prepare for racing. 


Racing starts: Heats 1 - 


t2; 


Interval with the Mayflower Corps, Billericay, playing in the centre arena 
with parade of Citroeon cars. 


Racing resumes: Heats 13 - 20. 


Run-off for placings if 


necessary. 


Presentation of awards to the first three riders followed by Grand 
Parade of Honour in Citroen staged by Replingham Garage Ltd. 


Meeting ends. 


for Citroen 


Replingham Garage 


256/258, Wimbledon Park Road, 
Wimbledon, London SW19 


01-788 4577 


K 


Sales Service Spares 


CITROEN* 
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BRIAN CLARKE 
LAURIE ETHERIDGE 
LOU SANSOM 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS INCLUDING TIES 
Tonight's meeting is staged under the 1974 Speedway Regulations, and in the event of any rider breaking 
the tapes he shall be excluded and his place taken by one of the reserves. In all decisions the referee's ver- 
dict shall be final. If there is a tie between two or more riders on the same number of points for first place 
then there will be a run-off for first place. Similarly, if two or more riders should tie for either second or 


third place there will be a run-off. Helmet colours also determine starting positions: Red—inside grid, 
blue—grid 2, white—grid 3, yellow/black—grid 4. Riders are identified by helmet colours. 


PRESENTATION OF AWARDS 


to the winner 
THE SPEEDWAY CONTROL BOARD SHIELD, 
AND £150 CHEQUE 
PLUS THE GAULOISES TROPHY 
to the runner-up to the third rider 
TROPHY AND TROPHY AND 


£75 CHEQUE £50 CHEQUE 

Presentation by Mr. DAVID HAMILTON 
Accompanied by Directors of The Speedway Control Board Ltd. 
and GAULOISES Cigarettes de France 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 


CHAMPAGNE BY COURTESY OF MOET & CHANDON 
The New National League Management Committee of the British Speedway Promoters 


Association would like to thank among others Alf Weedon and Terry Flavin for supplying 
photographs, Eric Linden, lan McDonald and Randall Butt for the articles and Bryan Seery for 
statistics and all others who have helped to compile this programme. 


FORTHCOMING 
ATTRACTIONS 


ACTION NEXT WEEK 
BRITISH LEAGUE MATCH 
THURSDAY, 2nd OCTOBER 













at 7.45 p.m. 


DONS v. KING'S LYNN 


featuring 
ENGLISH INTERNATIONALS 


TERRY BETTS, RAY BALES, IAN TURNER, TREVOR HEDGE & MICHAEL LEE 


NOTICE 
Motor sports events are dangerous and all persons attending this meeting do so entirely at their own risk. It is a condi- 
tion of admission that all persons having any connection with the promotion and/or organisation and/or conduct of the 
meeting including the owners and lessees of the stadium and the owners and drivers of the vehicles and Passengers in 
the vehicles are absolved from all liability arising out of accidents causing damages or personal injury to spectators or 
ticket holders. 





Everyone a Winner by Eric Linden 


Getting to the New National League Riders’ Championship Final is dead easy. 

There's the simplest way, the way you've done it, by buying a ticket. 

Or there's the difficult way, by slogging your guts out all season to keep yourself top man of th. 
averages in your particular team, wet weather or fine, feeling top of the world or lousy, with motor sweetly 
purring or rough as Old Nick. 

Doesn't matter about the conditions or the outside influences, you had to keep going and be better 
than everyone else in your team if you wanted to qualify for this one. 

It is one of the toughest meetings to get into in the whole of the entire speedway world because 
there is no way you can fluke your way in; it doesn’t make any difference who you know or how powerful 
your promoter is; there’s only one way to qualify. 

You have to be the best. 

Even then you might not make it. There are 20 teams in National League, only 16 places available at 





this Final — 18 if you include the reserve slots. But who really wants to be a reserve on a night like this? 
Of course you might get the occasional outing but this is a night when the lads want to crown a season oj} 
personal success with the greatest success of them all... the title. 


Of course there are moans that the qualification system is wrong. Every year we hear that as a top line 
star gets eliminated because although he might be among the best in the entire league, he doesn’t happen 
to be the best in his team. 

This year we had Newcastle fans hopping up and down and screaming for a change in the rule to 
allow Tom Owen into the contest. Tom, when the qualifying date came up, was No. 2 in the New National 
League ratings with a fantastic score of 10.78 points a match. 

Unfortunately for him No. 1 happened to be younger brother Joe Owen, with 10.87. And so, better 
than 15 of tonight's qualifiers Tom’s average may have been, but he still had no way in... unless brother 
Joe went out. 

Fractions decided the fate of Neil Middleditch as to whether he or Paul Gachet should be the East- 
bourne representative. In the end something like ONE-THIRD of a point a match gave Paul the edge, and 
prevented the renewal of the Middleditch-Owen battle in which the red-headed Eagle had finished ahead 
of Diamond Joe in the Junior Championship of the British Isles at Canterbury last June. 

Of course there will be screams of anguish when such star performers don’t make it and men with 
lesser scores do. The trouble with this contest is that it cannot possibly have a qualifying system that’s 
guaranteed to please everyone. But no championship has that. 

It's as well to remember that the original reasoning behind the qualifying systems was to get as many 
tracks represented with their best men as possible. That way if they felt so inclined every team’s fans could 
book their tickets for the Final at the beginning of the year. 

Or they could, if we didn’t happen to have more than 16 teams. 

Enough of the system and the diabolically unlucky few who didn’t beat it. What about those who 
have got to this big ‘un by dint of their hard graft? 

Like Joe Owen, Newcastle, 10.87, with whom | shall now drive Eastbourne fans daffy, by reminding 
them Joe was dreadfully unlucky not to have won the Junior Championship this year, when almost cer- 
tainly a sick motor in his last heat brought about the fall that snatched the title from him. For all that Joe 

looks a great bet to be the Rider of the Year what with his starring activities in both leagues, with New- 
castle and with Hull. Any teenager who can top the scores in both leagues has got to be terrific.) 

He's also one of the few here tonight to have ridden at Wimbledon this year. True he only scored a 
couple of points. But it did happen to be in the superstar-studded Daily Mirror Tournament, Joe was: 
the only National rider invited there, and you can forget the two-point score. The way he got them was 
tremendous, the way he stayed with the opposition and diced with the opposition and handled the opposi- 
tion was sheer quality. Yes he’s my favourite to win tonight. 

Alan Molyneux, Stoke, 10.36, may seem to have taken longer to hit the top than young Owen, but it’s 
not sol They both caught the eye in 1973. In similar fashions it must be added since neither of them put on 
displays that endeared them to anyone seeking a quiet life. When the qualifying date for tonight's riders 
was reached Alan was top scorer (although not top average man) in the National and well on the way to 
400 points. No wonder Coventry snapped him up. 

Les Rumsey, Canterbury, 10.28, is another destined for major league stuff only next year. He turned 
up in Hoskins territory midway through 1972 and he’s been nowhere else since. Promise he had, points 
had to be prised away from opponents. Until this year he was just another second string prospect. This 
season he put it all together, nigh on doubled his average, then amazed us all by saying he just couldn't 
make racing pay. Hints of retirement; searches for a higher league track before eventually signing for Ex- 
eter. But eventually Les found the way to stay, for this season at least. A season in which there have been 
times when he’s carried his team. 

Laurie Etheridge, Crayford, 10.20, took advantage of being allowed to leave Hackney and join 
Crayford to show he’s still an enormous force. No veteran, even if he has been through the move up to 
Division One and the switch back to National, Laurie is one of the men who came into racing with the start 
of Second Division in 1968. One year after starting he was Rayleigh’s No. 1, Len Silver decided he was 
ready and in mid-season swopped him to Hackney. Despite a mid-season upheavel Laurie nearly com- 
pleted a century of First Division points that year. He did well enough until ‘73 when a twice broken leg 


stopped his progress. Still a useful second string, Hackney’s decision to let him join Crayford last winter 
was a Surprise to most Hawks’ fans and a delight for the Kestrels. 

Paul Gachet, Eastbourne, 10.17 is the lad we didn’t think would be here this year. Mostly because his 
rocket ride to fame made him a cert. for British League in ‘75. Instead he chose one more year for further 
experience, and the fact that he can head a chart with a team of terrors like Eastbourne have, shows his 
obvious wisdom and class. One team all the way — the Eagles. He's the old man of the side, been with 
them all the time from 1972 when he was finally old enough to start riding! He’s now well on the way to 
scoring a thousand points in league and cup for them. 

In fact when the qualifying period for tonight finished, Paul had scored 977 Eagles points. 

John Jackson, Ellesmere Port, 9.78, has never been anything but a top liner. The first year he started 
with Crewe, 1970, he finished No. 2. He’s never been lower than that in his Crewe rating, and now that he’s 
switched to Ellesmere he’s still up there — or he wouldn't be here, would he? His form this year has been 
best ever. Maybe he’s scored a few more points in other years but he’s gone through this season scarcely 
ever below double figures. He’s the best left from last year’s final, when he finished fourth. 

Brian Collins, Coatbridge, 9.65, had a lot of Division One experience before returning to his native 
Scotland and linking with the Tigers last year. Great favourite in his Wembley and Poole days with top 
league fans. Just as big a one with Nationals. Didn't make last year's Final but has outstripped his 
colleagues this time. Rather likes this Wimbledon track. Last visit was with Poole, in Division One days 
three years back, when he picked up a paid nine from twelve. In fact he’s long been a bit of a small track 
specialist. 

Arthur Browning, Birmingham, 9.52, you can put down as a ditto for that last Collins’ remark. Big Art 
was the boy who proved there’s no such thing as too big for a speedway rider. Anything over 68 inches 
used to be dubbed too big. Then came Art, reported at all heights between 72 and 84 inches, to show 
that what matters is talent. Particularly if you are able to tuck your long legs under your chin and get them 
out of the way at the corners. Surprise is that Birmingham have managed to hold on to him. 

Lou Sansom, Workington, 9.22, might have wished the Final was held up at the other end of the 
season. Then he was flying but through August he hit a rough patch. But put him down as another man 
who is a tiddler king, and remember Plough Lane is a tiddler. Remember too that last time he was here he 
only lost this title in a three-man run off. 

Tom Leadbitter, Teesside, 9.09, has had plenty of small track experience between Teesside and 
Wolverhampton. And he’s ridden Wimbledon a bit during his Division One days. Back with his first club 
now he’s also showing the form that started him on the glory trail, having sandwiched a 1st division cap- 
taincy in between his return journey. On his day, the best. One reason why Teesside’s ‘75 slump stopped 
short of the bottom of the league. 

Bob Coles, Mildenhall, 9.01, retired last winter, which’ was lucky for Mildenhall. Otherwise Bob 
would certainly have commanded a team place with Newport. By the time he'd decided to un-retire they'd 
fixed a side and loaned him to league late-comers Mildenhall. Just as well for he’s been racing like a one- 
man team from the off, and has scored roughly one-third of all their points on his own. Another who can 
get around here a bit sharpish, as he showed when he got a tractor ride with third spot in 1972. Oddly has 
not yet really risen to the big occasion. 

Brain Foote, Rye House, 8.74. Fiery Footie is that not-altogether-rare breed who can't spell the word 
reputation. Well it doesn’t seem so judging by his lack of respect for them. Hard and sometimes hectic. 
While the years may have matured him they certainly haven't blunted his head-on approach. But I’ve not 
yet seen him really at home on this strip. 

Brian Clark, Peterborough, 8.70. Here's the one Peterborough built up patiently from cub to fiercest 
of Panthers. When he started with them he never even rode for them in his first season — at home. They 
gave him two outings, at Reading and at Ipswich, to make up a team. Not a point to show — and that was 
the end of his first league season in 1970. Next year he was in, really to start on the long haul to the top. 
Lots of small scores, a few big ones. A five-point average, the start was made. Next year no progress, 
partly due to a nasty neck injury. But in '73 it started happening. His first full maximum, away too in that 
fantastic 40-point away win at Scunthorpe. The best second String in the country he looked then. Last year 
was the big one, but he still couldn't make this Final with Mike Lanham taking the Panthers spot. 

Tony Childs, Scunthorpe, 8.69. Undoubtedly somebody is going to remember that Tony once rode for 
Wimbledon. But he'll have no track advantage from those days — the place has changed a mite in nine 
years. 

Michael Lee, Boston, 8.63. If anyone vies with Joe Owen for the Rider of the Year, here he is. Sixteen 
years old when he got into the Boston team this season. Since then has burned a fantastic power trail for 
the Cudas and for King’s Lynn in the major league. Has scored maximums in both leagues and been 
capped for England — all in his first season. A remarkable young man destined to be one of England's 
greats. And maybe, like | said, starting tonight. ley 

Colin Meredith, Bradford, 8.53. Another two-league rider, also operating for his parent club 
Wolverhampton. His consistency this year finally pulled him clear at Barons top from Tony Featherstone. 
He was at Wimbledon last year though, and the nine points he took then may well have given him 
valuable experience to draw on this time. : 

But when all’s said and done it isn't how high up the field you finish that matters. What's most im- 
portant is to have got here at all. Because that's the proof that this has been your season. 

Only the best is good enough for the New National Riders’ Championship Final. Good luck to eigh- 
teen of the best here tonight. (Figures after team name in each case are the official averages of points per 
match, calculated from a maximum of 12, and supplied by the official statisticain Bryan Seery). 





[9] Paul Gachet 10.17 


Bob Coles 9.01 








PAUL GACHET (Eastbourne) 

This 19-year old burst on the scene at 
Eastbourne in 1973 when he popped up in 
a world championship round with a big 
score. Has since been virtually unbeatable 
around Arlington and rides most away 
tracks well, Eastbourne fans are angry that 
the flying Paul failed to get a Silver Helmet 
nomination this year. Already gaining 
British League experience with Oxford. 


TONY CHILDS (Scunthorpe) 

The controversial Tony began his colourful, 
if sometimes stormy, career with outings at 
Norwich back in the early 60's. Had dis- 
tinguished spells with Crayford and Hull in 
the second division, but became unsettled 
when Hull moved into Division One 
Decided to retire, but came back to help lift 
Scounthorpe and make them one of the 
most potential packed teams in the lower 
division, 


LES RUMSEY (Canterbury) 
Long-haired Les seemed lost to speedway 
in 1974, but came back this year. Heavily 
tipped by Johnnie Hoskins as ‘the man to 
watch’, Les has repaid the faith with a 
string of big scores for the Crusaders. 
Recently signed senior league forms with 
reigning league champions Exeter. 


LOU SANSOM (Workington) 

Third in the 1973 BLRC Final, Lou missed 
last year's Final when he elected to stay in 
his native Australia. Happily for 
Workington fans he rejoined the Comets 
this year and took over the captaincy 
midway through the season. This quick 
gating Aussie has also been riding for Hull 
in the Gulf British League. 


ALAN MOLYNEUX (Stoke) 

The revitalised Stoke side owe a lot to this 
former Long Eaton rider. Not the best gater 
in the world, he often has to battle through 
from behind, At one stage of the season his 
away avearge was higher than his home 
average. Not bad, considering he’s virtually 
unbeatable around Stoke! Has ridden for 
Coventry in the Gulf British League this 
year. 


BRIAN COLLINS (Coatbridge) 

A rider with great senior league experience. 
Best remembered for his terms with Poole 
and Wembley. Now a full-time National 
League rider, Brian skippers the Coatbridge 
Tigers and has been in great form recently. 
Earlier in the year he was called up by 
Scotland to race in the World Team Cham- 
pionship qualifying round at Reading. 


BOB COLES (Mildenhall) 

Formerly with Exeter, Bob moved on to 
Newport where he became a solid second 
string and was capped for England. 
Surprised everyone by retiring at the begin- 
ning of this season, but returned to 
spearhead the newly formed Mildenhall 
team. Bob has also performed for Newport 
on occasions this year and showed he can 
still score points at the senior level. 


BRIAN FOOTE (Rye House) 

There's never any danger of a dull meeting 
when harum-scarum Footey’s about. A 
solid scorer, Brian has never quite reached 
the top despite showing flashes of 
brilliance. Formerly with Rayleigh, Brian 
had an unseccessful run with Leicester, 
before returning to the Rockets line-up on 
a full-time basis. Moved with them when 
they switched from Rayleigh to Rye House. 


Brian Foote 8.74 





by Randall Butt 


The Loo-Tennant and other Private Chuckles —camiridge Evening News 


lf Mr. X of Eastbourne is sitting comfortably, then I'll begin. The names in this story are true, only the facts have been changed to confuse 
the innocent. 

Before starting my intellectual dissertation on speedway as an outlet for the frustrations of a computerised society, | should explain about 
Mr. X. 

He is an Eagles supporter, who wishes to remain anonymous, and don't worry Jim | won't reveal that you are six foot tall, with green eyes, 
red hair and a bushy moustache, or that you drive a red Cortina. 

He is a man who appreciates the finer things in life, like a good track, slick presentation, and most important a luxurious loo. 

On a recent visit to Mildenhall, speedway's newest circuit, he found all of this, and provided me with one of the highlights of the season in 
a letter to the management. 

They proudly published the mystery man’s praise, which included this tribute: 

“And by the way your toilets are the sweetest smelling that I've ever visited, even those in Division One tracks!” 

Yes all human life is here in the New National League, the solid base of the speedway boom, which should begin to percolate through to 
one or two of the more on-the-ball national newspapers within the next year or two. 

The National came into my speedway-starved life when Mildenhall, deep in the Suffolk fens, replaced Barrow two months into this 
season. 

As a speedway fan, exiled in Cambridge, | had a vague notion of second division speedway as some comedy of errors, in which wobbly 
juniors, the sort they seemed to breed at my Division One track five years ago, tried not to get too near to each other. 

My first sight of the stadium’ seemed to confirm my darkest fears. 

There in the middle of the windswept fen was a track, just a track, which looked as though it had appeared overnight like a huge 
mushroom. 

But there were showers and changing rooms for the riders, and champagne and hot potatoes for the press — perhaps | could learn to like 
it. 

The effect of the champagne wore off after a week or two, but by then | was hooked on the most compelling and competitive brand of 
speedway | had ever experienced. 

Teams did not consist of a couple of super stars, and a handful of A. N. Others, and keen and close racing was the rule, rather than the ex- 
ception, 

But most important | discovered that the League was brimming over with the ingredient which is the life blood of exciting speedway — 
unpredictability. 

When you have raw beginners, emerging stars, and wily veterans all racing together anything can happen, and usually does. 

Take the time when Mildenhall loaned a young, unknown Aussie, John McNeil, to Crewe, who had arrived a couple of riders short. 

McNeil, who had appeared in the second half once or twice came out in each of the first three heats, and scored eight out of nine, to lead 
Crewe to an unexpected away win. 

The battles between youth and experience can also provide a shock or two, 

The same team recently went into a last heat decider against Newcastle with that pair of golden oldies Stan Stevens and Chris Julian 
facing the rampaging Tom Owen, unbeaten in his previous five rides. 

There was no way they could stop Tom getting the first place that would earn his side at least a draw, even the home skipper Bob Coles, 
racing tonight, thought so. 

But sixty seconds later the Newcastle star was a very puzzled young man, while Stevens and Julian were being hurled high in the air, after 
team riding ‘Wor Tom” into third place. 

But back to Mr. X's toilet — in a manner of speaking. 

It is the little eccentricities, the foibles and local characteristics which give the New National that extra dash of piquancy. 

Can you imagine the music between heats being provided by ‘Old George” on the squeeze box in big brother British League. 

But it happened once, down by the sea in Weymouth. The record player broke down, and a musical spectator, who just happened to have 
his accordion with him (well you never know when it might be needed) squeezed out the top ten, including requests, over the public address 
system — Grace was never more Amazing. 

Then there was the time at one of the Scottish tracks when the public address packed up, and an official had the bright idea of giving the 
race times by riding around on the tractor, holding aloft a large board. 

As the early aeronauts could have told him theory and practice sometimes have little in common. 

Half way around on his first lap the swirling wind took hold of the board, and he disappeared amid Gaelic oaths, over the back of the trac- 
tor. 

Finally a grave tale from Scunthorpe, where during a John Louis training school, they started not on the green light, but on the blue 
smoke. 

The track is situated next to a crematorium, and the management had agreed toi suspend racing whenever a service was in progress. 

As soon as the unfortunate, in whose honour the bikes were silenced, had made his last, short journey, racing resumed. 

And instead of a two minute warning hooter, there was an unmistakable sign in the sky. 

RANDALL BUTT, Cambridge Evening News 
KARTOON KORNER — with apologies to the referee 
q 5 ~. ' - : 
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HOW HAS YOUR TEAM FARED? 


Before to-night the Second Division Riders’ Championship (as it was known prior to 
this season) was staged seven times, commencing in 1968. And, unless you happen to 
come from Mildenhall or Newcastle who debut this year, then your team has been involved 
before. And this chart attempts to show in some way just what sort of impact your team has 
made in the past. Which may — or may not — be some sort of pointer to what might happen 


to-night! 


Team 


1. Rochdale 


» 


. Boston 


3. Crayford 
4. Ipswich 

5. Bradford 
6. Birmingham 
7. Reading 

8. Long Eaton 
9. Stoke 

10. Crewe 

11. Eastbourne 
12. Canterbury 


13. Plymouth 

14. Romford 

15. Peterborough 
16. Rayleigh 

17. Teesside 

18. Weymouth 
19. Ellesmere Port 
19. Nelson 

21. Berwick 

21. Workington 
23. Barrow 

23. Coatbridge 
25. Belle Vue II 
26. Scunthorpe 
26. Sunderland 
28. Hull 

28. King’s Lynn II 
28. Rye House 
31. Doncaster 


Number of 
previous 
competitors 


2 
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Total 
points 
scored 


22 


Average 
points 
scored 


11.00 
10.40 


9.33 
9.00 
8.80 
8.75 
8.67 
8.60 
8.50 
8.33 
8.17 
8.12 


BEST PERFORMANCE 

Positions Points Year Name 

4th 11. 1970 Eric Broadbelt 
=4th 11. 1971 Peter Collins 

Ist 12. 1973 Arthur Price 

Ist 13. 1974 Carl Glover 

1st 14 1969 Geoff Ambrose 

Ist 14 1971 John Louis 

3rd 12. 1970 Gary Peterson 
3rd 12. 1974 Phil Herne 

2nd 13. 1969 Mick Bell 

2nd 13. 1970 Mal Shakespeare 
=6th 10 1973 Mike Broadbanks 

Ist 12 1972 Phil Crump 

1st 14 1970 Dave Jessup 
2nd 12 1970 Barry Crowson 
2nd 13. 1974 Ted Hubbard 
=6th 10 1968 Mike Cake 

3rd 13. 1969 Ross Gilbertson 
=4th 10 1974 Mike Lanham 
3rd 12. 1971 Hugh Saunders 

Ist 13. 1968 Graham Plant 
8th 7 1968 Tony Lomas 

8th 9 1973 Graham Drury 
5th 11. 1968 Murray Burt 
4th 11. 1969 Maury Robinson 
3rd 12. 1973 Lou Sansom 
3rd 11. 1972 Bob Coles 

10th 5 1974 Dave Gifford 
2nd 12 1968 Ken Eyre 
=11th 4 1974 Ken McKinlay 
=8th 6 1971 Russ Dent 
=8th 6 1971 Reg Wilson 
12th 3 1969 fan Turner 
=13th 3 1974 Brian Foote 
=14th 0 1969 George Devonport 


Note: Points scored by riders acting as meeting reserves are NOT included 
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NEW 
LEAGUE 


HAMPIONSHIP 


Sponsored by 


cigarettes de france 


Tonight's meeting is being staged with the kind permission of 
Wimbledon Stadium Ltd. and its Directors J. E. Cearns, A. R. James, E. 
J. Monk and R. J. Cearns. 


MEETING OFFICIALS 


A.C.U. Official Referee 
Clerk of the Course 
A.C.U. Timekeeper 
Speedway Manager 
Machine Examiner 
Chief Pits Marshall 
Starting Marshall 


A. E. Humphrey 
Jack Rackett 
Andy Keen 
Cyril Maidment 
Viv Harwood 
Alf Carter 
Frank Lawrence 
Announcers Dave & Lee Lanning 
Medical Officer Dr. Jolin Wall, MB, BS, MRCS 
Merton Div. of St. John ie 
Brigade in attendance Supt. F. G. Tucker 


LR TR RR ES BR rae ar me EEN CES 
Four lap race: 1,234 yards Track Record: 59.6 secs 
John Louis 27.5.75/Barry Thomas 19.6.75 
(Average speed 42.34 m.p.h.) 

Track Licence No. 75/30. Permit No. S.P. 184 


SO REE RETA ER ILE OS a RRR ae 
All meetings held under the Speedway 
Regulations of the Speedway Control Board 


Programme designed and edited by M. E. Morley, 
photographs by Alf Weedon and Terry Flavin. 
Printed on behalf of the British Speedway Promoters Associa 

tion by Rayleigh Printers, Magnolia Road, Rochford, Essex. ©) 
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GRAHAM DRURY (R) | CREWE fae 
MARTIN YATES (R) | WEYMOUTH Re] 


ALAN MOLYNEUX 
TONY CHILDS 
BRIAN CLARKE 
MICHAEL LEE 


INTERVAL 
MARCHING DISPLAY BY THE MAYFLOWER CORPS 
CITROEN CAR PARADE BY 
REPLINGHAM GARAGE LTD. 


MICHAEL LEE 

LOU SANSOM 
BRIAN COLLINS 
ARTHUR BROWNING 
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LES RUMSEY 
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IN THE EVENT OF A RUN-OFF FOR FIRST PLACE 
WL. ETHER GE 
RB Colttns 
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